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CONFIBENTIAL

X RETURN FROM RUSSIA
by Francissek Bornet

Nasndtogorsk - a Gisantio Undortaking

I was born in Lyons in 1887, and wont to Russia at five yoars
of ago with wy father, who wus an official of the Credit Lyonnais
Bark in Odoasa. I roceived my high school edusation in Switgerland
and was graduated from the school of mechanics and elootroteshnology
in Geneva. I returned to Ruusin and received my first appointment
in 1909 as manager of a railroud depot of & French company in
Ruchenkovo near Yusuvka (Stalino of today). Iy salary was 125 rubles
& month, plus a 125 ruble sharo in profits., The cout of | iving was
low, my exponses wore 30 rubles a month, Thero wore no deductions from
income = only 3 rubles a yeur for income tax and 3 rubles a your for
& hunting license, One could freely travel all over Russia and
croas the boundary. My last visit to Frunce was in 1913. A your
later, war broke out, Inasmuch as I was exempt from military service,
I did not have to return to my native lend, In 1916 I witnessed
labor unrest in factories and the first appearance of the Tchoka.

In 1922 I had an opportunity to go to France but mismsed the last
train for emigrants, I was finally forced to mocepi the position of
manager of the Sherbinovka metallurgical plan which was part of the
large Khenkovo combine, From that time I held various poaitions
and always enjoyed the special privileges of management personnel,

In 1931 I was sent to Magnitogorsk, At that time it was a
steppe inhabited by nomads. Inexhaustible deposits of magnetic iron
had just been diacovered there, Everything hed to be built from the
start under the moat difficult weather comditions - 50 below freezing
in winter ani 40 degrees in summer, with violent changes in temperae
ture, There were no roads and we lived in portable barracks, About
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2,500 kilomotors distant, in Kusnetak, south of Novosibirsk there
worae rich depoaits of high grade ocoal., A combine was organized;
wo aent iron to Kushnietak and brought coal back to Magnitogorsk,

Among the first workers in lagnitogorsk there were nany
ordinary criminals sentenced to hard labor, also political
prisonsrs. Thoy worked under the direotion of foreign specialists,
who worked by contract and were paid in dollars. The workers ware
poorly fed and were not pormitted to drink liquor, The foreipnors
could buy anything they wanted in atores set up for their exclusive
usa, Tho Soviet workers aocepted this state of affairs without
furmr, since they were tuught that they must renounce ovorything
for the good of the population but that foreigners! cooporation wug
indispengable and it was therefore hecessary to give foreipners all
that they wore accustomed to. Thus, a year after the start, they
had a blust furnace » Martin furnaces, and rolling mills in operation,
By that time there were 40,000 workers but none of them could bring
in their families becauae of the housing shortage,

In 1932 I left Magnitogorak of Oy own free will to work in the
Donets Bagin, [ive years later, I roturned to Magnitogorak as
director of the gasworks and found a modern city with asphalt paving,
trolleys, and automcbiles, the latter for the uge of various managers,
All the high officinls lived in three=story Engligh-atyle cottagesn,
with basement and kitchen, furnished at plant expense » and gardens,
For the upkeep of the gardens, over 100,000 rubles were apent in the
year of my return. The workers were a little bit better situnted,
but there was still o great shortage of housing, The workera lived
in three-room dwellings, 0fficially, one guch dwelling unit was
assipgned to a famlly, but in pr:xotice one unit had to serve three
familles, They wers model apartments with ranning water, central
heating, baths, etg,

GONFIDERTIAL
f | 5.

a

: - 000100060081-6
Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/04/04 : CIA-RDP82-00039R




Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/04/04 : CIA-RDP82-00039R000100060081-6

CONFIBENTIAL

2,500 kilometers distant, in Kusnetsk, south of Novosibirsk there
wore rich deposits of high grade coal. A combine was organizedj
we sent iron to Kushnietak and brought coal back to Magnitogorsk.

Among the Cirst workers in Magnitogorsk there were many
ordinary criminils sentenced to hard labor, also political
prisoners, They worked under the direction of foreign specialists,
who worked by contract and were paid in dollars. The workera wore
poorly fed and were not permitted to drink liquor, The foreigners
could buy anythin; they wanted in stores sot up for their exclusive
use. Tho Soviet workers accepted thim state of affairs without
murmyr, oince they were taught that ihey must renounce evorything
for the pood of tho population but that forelgnera' ccoporution was
indisponaabls anl it was therefore necessary to give foreigners all
that thoy wore accustomed to., Thus, a year after the atart, thoy
had a blust furnace, Martin furnaces, and rolling mills in operation.
By that time there were 40,000 workers but none of them could bring
in their families because of the housing shortage,

In 1932 I left Magnitogorsk of my own free will to work in the
Donets Basin, Five years later, I retwrned to lagnitogorsk as
director of the gasworks and found a modern city with asphalt paving,
trolleys, and automobiles, the latter for the use of various managers.
A1l the high officinls lived in three~story English~atyle cottages,
with basement and kitohen, furnished at plant expense, and gardens.
For the upkeep of the gardens, over 100,000 rubles were spent in the
yeur of my return. The workers were a little bit better situated,
but there was still u great shortage of housing, The workers lived
in three-room dwellings. Officially, one such dwelling unit was
assigned to a family, but in practice one unit had to serve three
families, They were model apartments with running water, contral
heating, baths, etc,
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At the preaent tima, Magnitogorsk 1s the largeat metallurgical

center in Russia. It hae tive blast furnuces and a population of
at least 500,000.

otal M 6 30,

Whereas my observations date back to 1941, they still hold
true today. I have been able to verifly the fuct that up to
October of this your Llere were no chunges except fur the inorecse
in pay. llowever, aince the cost of 1lving inoreascd ruch more, the
Saviet worker's standard ol llving hus dropped utill lower., The
Soviot system owes 1tu exlslonco only to absolute centralization,
Privato induatry dooa not oxist, swr is thore any private coimmerce.
Everything bolongs Lo the ntate. Tho major part of the agricultural
production of kolkhoses and sovkhozes poes to the state, One must
acknowledgu, howevor, that contralisation 1s well organized in USSR,
With a population that i diligent and has only primitive needs, the
Sovlet Union has overy prorsquisite not only for rapid resumption of
operations in all the factorics destroyed during the war, but also
for the satilsfactory completion of the Five-Yeur Plan.

In step with the Increuse in production, the organization of
ministries must also bo oxpanded, since the ministries are the
managlog centers of industry, egriculture, and food production,
Irusts

Each of the minlsiries 1s a trust. However, the production of
each is dependent on the production of the others, For example,
the production of the ministry of the heavy machiie industry is
dependont on other ministries for the delivery of raw materials,
fuel, etcy, This is where the planning commission enters into the
plcture. A program of production is worked oul for every ministry,
setting down the precise quantity ol production for the year, quarter,
and monthe No ministry 1s permitted to svet its own priees but
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follows specific dirocliovna fron ubove. uch uinlstry is sulktividted
tnto numoyuus departuontuj yor oxa plo, co, e, nlckel, tin, lead,
oto., unloy the minirtry of non=foricus .ctu'ss Fyverything 18
contrallved 1u longov,. loncow 13 tho bralpe It lasued the orders
el Lstruetlonse  Thoe yonl oxoeute tho orders, prclpoly und

1 borndly, without escgupllons

sach minletyy oublividen the plan aceordln; Lo dopayrtinontie,
1he lattur, in turn, hand 11 down to the ractovriou, roundrivs, und
mineo. Vhon the praduction play, alon; with pricou, reaci.on tho
factory, it ia rlrot ddneuagod In tho Commntut enll,  In bhidn way
tho vanruard of workors booomou 1iu 414y with the dotally of Lho
pro;run g0 thut at Lo wass nootlincu of workary tho pro T can not
onl; b dofondod und necoptod pratofully, but ovon oxpanded with
countorpropoun .y to ineronso thu quotne 'Tho ddocusslon vay oxtend
ovor prolongud and numorous mootineg, ‘at the rosult nover varioos
tho pro;xm will ho carried out, tho quotiug may oven bo Incrousod,
and tho only pormlosible objoctions are tooao portainin;: to tho do=
Ledly of ciocutlon, the orpanization of tho work in the fuetory, or
tho poor Tunctloning of cojtain divisiong. The supply situation ]
always tho objoct of sovere eriticion at workers' meotln:d. Jany
dorogatory romarks arc made ubout the quality of clothing anld food
provided :or tho workers. This gilves tho appearance of ¢roat
activity on the part of the workors. Critlelsm prov ides u aafcty
valve so lony us it vents 1t30lf on minor officlals and loos not
affact the directives of the minisirye.

Criticlom of one's own vork and that of others is the spur to
greator production, bul one mst apply the proper technique. If
anyone wants to cast aspersions at the work of his adhoclates, ho
mugt £irst bogin with erltlelsn of his own worke In thip way the

worker takes the lead and diminighes his ovm riske
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Once the annual pro;iam is wlopled at the workera! meeting
(thiv 1y always dona with enthusiuam, oy 3o 1t will be noted in the
ulnuton) the adelnlotrative work beplng, A +lst xush bo drawn u
vor the portinent iopartuwont of the minlutr; enuseralin: all the
roqulre © ruw patorials wnl astimiton of elaet: le ower, water, fuel,
Implavenls, and nnchlinos 1o nlrad,  Ho!'bing muat be overlookod,
Uoun rocolob of tho i, tho dopartmoat app.los Lo other wpenclos
ror the roquirai fun.:e Thouo wponclos thon otudy Lhe annual proe
duetion eatimaton wnd notlify tho Jdopnrlmont of thelr doclotan,
Inanraeh ag Uho budgol roquivenonls of tho department are nover
upproved L full, tho departionl Lhon apportlon: tho matorinla viong
tho varlous plunli, wilh appropriate roductions, but with no roduce
tion In tho proluction quotas “ho roaponaibllity of tho mneromont,
thon, lo constantl. to deviao now coys of Inzoving officloncy and
to puoh aeonony to tha linlte  On tho wholo tiey uninlly uucceod,
bacause ovaryona Lakes an intora:t in production cnd pricos nnd
hopoy Lo be awarded o promlum in tho ovont tha  production exceods
the quota or tho factory mukes o furthor roduction in the coste of
production estimated by tho minigtay.
nar on l.aate

Thus we geo fittors in Russia vorking with gows that a French
worker would have discarded long befure., Othors tedng old raps from
home for cleaning the machinoas, or bring brooms which they make
thomsclves from branches gathored in the woods. Every workers doos
whatever ho can, Lvory instance of vwaste ls severely punished, If
a worker should be caught taking out n stick of wood or some ghavings
to start a fire at houe, he would get at least e year in prison. The
law 13 exceptionally sovere as it relatos to petty thefts in the
factory. OShould a worker forget to roturn a nail to its box, ko
could bo prosecuted if the nall were found in his pocket. Likewlse »

latencss 1s no Joking matter and is punishable with imprisonment.,
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I kmev a voman vhio vy pentenced to a your in prlson tor balng 15
winutes late twlce, Olu vas Lhe wolhoxr of an Inffant ihree nonths
old, ‘tho cliild was sont to u mursory unl ithe rnothor to ,rison,
Alonsalde tho paragraph on overy citleen's vi ht to vork, the
congtitutlon contulng a parajgraph stresalng evory citizen'u duty
Lo voxke Tho oft'ects of lhupe parierayha are Lare-renching,
goloction o the Uneyificial Goat

Ap soon s e work prograin 4o adoptad, 1 la put dnte
practico, ‘Theorotleully, the maunnping diractor of the plunt nooed
not Lo a Commniut, altlhiough I Lavo nover :nown a director who was
not a membor of tho partye. |ila agplutantys are Ui Loehinlonl manegor
and tho clidol onglnoor, Thoy wro rouponodble to the trusl wnd Lholr
roupoctivo departimonts ut thoy do not run tho factiry niono,
hoporto ublishad In tho preso Inrorming Htulin of tho activation
of a noew plint or diviulon :xe always ol nod by tho manngin: diroctor,
tho goorctary of the Comwmnist coll, and tho vocrotnry of Lho labor
unlon, all gharing rooponasibllity for conditions at tho plant. The
managdng ddroctor and hoth gcerotarios are callod upon 1o submit
reporta at Commnict mo tings in the ar-a or roplon on tho progross
of tho work at the plant, They rmat also submit reports to tho
gsocretary of the party ror the -lvon roglon or provincoe,

The chlof loaders of the province, an area often xco:ding
Frunco in sizo, have anssistant secrotarles lor every najor branch
of the inlustry, who receivo dully reports Lrum the fnctories.

-, Jeatlng:

The slightest ahortsoming is immedlately detocted, since the
provincial committees have a larpe auditing persomnel, Production
is traced doily end the assistant wecrctaries make froquont cheeck-up
viusits to the plant. The managers {requently appoal to the regional
gecreturies for aid if, for cxample, there are not enough railroad

cars availoble Lo transport the (oods, or if coml hag not beon
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reonived through the rault of the vallroads oy min:s. At the plant
thore are [requent meetinys of the vorkers un! technlciuns, Theae
are gosonlled "flve-ninute meetings" hleh nay luat ror hourds ‘They
are oallsd at the complotion ol eueh oijhit=biony vhift to determine
how the work hus pro yessed, vhat lng boon produgad, uwl vhat should
Lo dono about the luzmy vorkerss

1t 48 mmazing to see worker:, tired out at the end of the day's
work, tala ouch a lively part in tho dlscusoion that the manapor of
the crovw hus to adjourn the mooting bofoyn all the apoukers can bo
hoard, Tho managcy invariably conclwlos tho mooting with the wordal
G tartinge tomorrow wo imst roll up our oloovoo anl do botter work."
Thouo Cive-minute meotinps pleco ragponolbility only on the briradose
linag Tribunel

Mage meotinge of all workors und tho entiro porsonnel tuke on a
dirforont aspect, ospocially i the plant Lor somo reason hau Ludled
to fuifill the plan, fThiy meana trouble. The bout apoukors will
address tho group and Lho uppormeot quostion in everyono':s mind ie
who will Lo the vietim, laturally, there rmat have boen gold=bricking
or gubotapo. Ho one ls ub cage or knous whatl he will be called upon
1o do. Tho managing diroctor, socrotor; of the party, und sccretary
of the trade union have hold a mooting on the previous day, have
propared the agenda, and have agroed on the choice o! victims. Aftor
the report of the munaging director, who has submitted fipures on
production and pricos, and, os usual, hus complain:d about supplios
and deliveries, the following words are always spoken: "Comrudes,
this does not justify poor work. Our work would undoubtedly be
botter Af we did not have among us workers who 1411 fail to undor-
stand their responsibility to the otate, party, und our combine.
They are slowing down the Stakhanovite system and demoralizing the
personnel with their 11l will." The managing director assumcs a

gevere fuclal oxpresgion and suys the followings "The manapging
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divector is rirht but he hua not told the whole truthe le hue not
sdven the namea of those who have (isorganized the factory und huve
aabotaged our efforts, It is my responaibllity, us membar of our
deay Commmist Party, to proclalm officially the namps of the
subotours,"

Then tho charges Legin. Luring the speech ol the munaging
dirnotor, tho snoretury of the trulo wnion looks oxcited, trkes a
notabook from his pocket, makes notes, and rives the impression that
his reply will be severe, "Comradoen, if tho charges of the manager
are Justified, they aro churgos apainat me, I muot adrit that I did
not show jwopor vigilanco, But you know how it 1o, comrales, I
work day and night and ny dutive nro very demanding, I Lnlled to
keep our mombers on the proper moral pluno, but ono cannot soe ovory-
thing and do evorythinge Put yourselvos in ry placos It is my duty
to defend my aspociates, Thoy are to blame, but I appoal to your
foeling of comradeships I om convinced that those who have been
chargod will do everything in thelr power to redeom thomsolves and
in the nonr future wo will find thom among the Utokhanovites."

The secretary of the party will lament what has tolen place and
will throuten the sabotours with the most severo punishmente The
managing director again t kes the floor to sum up the discussion.
lic promises to take the excuses of the trade union sccrotary under
consideration. He w1ll pardon the delinquenta this time, but this
15 the last warninge. If such instunces happen again, the guilty
will be brought to trial.

The motion is carried by a show of hands and the meeting ls
ad journed. These meetin;s are hold once or twice a month and one
always hears the same phrages.

Emplovment fecord Books

Anyome who is not a momber of a trade union, which 18 a very rare
oscurrenco, enjoys very few of the ordinary privilegos. His pay will
be small and he will be given employment only after union members.
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Fvary worker muat have a book In which :re noted the atarting
date of employment at a plant, date of sepavation, snl the type of
work, Tho book 1s kept in the £iles of the plant anl is returned to
the workor when he loaves, aince without 1t he c.uld not got amploye
ment unywhere, when accepting a Job, the worker muat £ill out a
dotalled queationnaire giving information not wnly about education
anl oxperience, but also dotaila about military ervice amd his
pavents, Thin questionnaire in retained In the factor; until anothor
astablishmont requeats it, In the event that tho worker changes his
omploymont. Thus o questiomnalre, with annotatod comments on conduct
and work, travels from ono esiublighmont to another. The commonto
aro not diseloged to tho worker, but tho diroctor is uwwll informod.
Up to 1944 t vorkor did not have the right to qult u foctory without
thn directorfo pormission,

¢ 4 9m

All disputes aro handled by a special commission consinting of
tho ropregontatives ol the diroctor and of the labor union, The
vorkor can rnko no appeal on tho entablished quota or woge rato.
S-metimes, howevor, there may be a mistake in calculating o quota
and if the worksr becomes aware of this le may file a complalnt,
Such eomplaints are roferred to the commission, The trade unlons
have nothing to say sbout wage rates; these are established by
ministerial decrees ufter drawing up collective contracts. There
13 no possoibility of lerge~scale adjustments because there nre no
strikes, A strike would be a;ainst the state, tut the state and the
workers are ono and the same thing,

At presont, wages are not sufficlent to cover minimum subsiate
oence, Only the government con ralse wageas, when it regards such
aotion appropriate, ‘\iages are nover discussed at workers' meetings,
only production and efficlency. Vhen prices of consumers! goods rise,

wage rotes are incroased some time later, but never enough to cover
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the inorease in the cost of living, lowever, thanks are voloced
enthusinationlly at the workera' meetlnga.
My Day a

when I hald the position of chiel of tho gun ddvialon in
Magnitogorak, I had a suburban home, u wald, a horso and carriuge,
and a gonohman = all prexogutives of & manager of un importunt
ddvielon of tho industrial machine, I wams :ubordinate to the
managing director, not to mention the trado uniona and the Commnlot
rarty.

My mannor of living vius typloul for every techniclan In the
USSR. I awoke at 5330 'Tho mall propares breuklust and at (100
the coach is roady to tike mo to the plant 3 Lilomaters awaye i2luore
louving tho house, I roceive u telophone cull Lrom one of my four
onginsers, who, in turn, will telephone the manuging ddrector and the
socretary of the party and will then atterd the five-minule mouting
followlng the nighl phift.

At 7:00 I arrive ut the plant wwl wake an ingpoctlion tours The
night shilt hus hwrried home to sloop und, tuking advuntoge of the
dorkness, las left the [loors unsvopt. The new ghift is unwilling do
the work. I have to ralse my voice and moke throatening romarkse

Aftor the fiveeninute meoting, the uervice engineor submits o
detulled report. ile recvives the duily ration of soup, it is his duty
to gee that the premises are kept clcan, and ho should not have
pormitted the workers to leave before putting everything in order,
More discussion end more throuts, There is oome tulk of depriving the
engineer of his monthly premiume

At 8300 I go to my office. The executives are alroady there and
my desk is piled high with supply requisitions to be aigned. Without
my signature, the supply clork will not give out one nail. I am
rospongible for the thrilty management of my division. I peel off

CONFIBENTIAL
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one requisition after another ani call in the electrotechniclan and

engineers to juntify the quantities requested. Lach of )y aubordie

nutes muat report to me the minutest details of the work done during

the night and receive my inatructions for the diye Thon I mike an

inspection of the vork being done, .
&1 m: “ gm ]JQ"I"E'! !:(2:&

Fach seotion roreman, bofore leaving tho plant, mwt write a
dally report of tho work in lis saction., The chlefs of the oloctro=
tochnical and muchine shop divisions muot do the oarme,s Thoy mwt
aubmit tholr uugrestions on .uya to stroamline the work and cut conta,
They will aluo name the poor workers wnd demund suituble punishmont,
This involves dogons of reports for Lhe chief ol o large division, He
must do all thoso thin:u vith (rout curoy since thore is & tenloncy
for overyone to pass the reaponaibillt: to tho chief, Uaually, however,
the chiofo of largo staffs have secrotaries, The chiefo muke marpinal
comnonta on the reports submitted to them and thon sign the collated
roport vhich the secrotary druwn up on the basis of tho comments,

At around 11:00 reports arrive from the board of diroctors, which
shov vwhich of our associate managers is not doing o well and what
corroctive oteps have beon taken. These reports also contuln gonoral
directives for all the divisions,

In tho afternoon I have more freoc time and bogin an orderly tour
of inspection to see that all the orde;s have boen carried out. One
must never praise anyone but must alwvays be dissatisfied.

At around 1400 there is a change of shifts, The workers know
thut I am at the plant and do overything to leave their places in
orders I go to the five-minute meoting, which laats an hour bacause
I have to listen to all the workers! complaints and answer questions,
My coach arrivos at 1500 to take me home to dimner, After dinner I
take a nap for an hour, but this is frequently interrupted by a
telephone calls At 1800 I raturn to the factory for the third inspection,
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It everything is in order, I am home at 2000 or 2100, At 2200 I
receive fron my asaiatant, the aervico enuineer, and oan then think
about going to bed,

faw 2] | ’

Um‘ox'ttmnt,aly, quiet evenin:a are rare.  The mannging dahroctop
froquently oalls o weoting of technioians nt <000 or 2100, und then
I roturn homo at ndnicht, I must uloo onll meotingu of tochniciuna
wder my jurladiction to Inform them nhont doedaions of the ddrectora,
and thero 1s no vay of doing thin durdn;s the vorking day, It ia also
neocensury to take part in discussiong or major plans such g Lhe
five=-your plan and collactive contracts, ani to attend mootings of the
comminsion governing diasputus witlh vorkers. All thogo thingy ko
place in the ovenings,

I have wdor 1o an assistant diroctor, tvo German consultant
engineers, four young Russian ongineers » the munnger of the machine
chop division, the electrotochnical lanager, the hoad foroman, &
foreman for each Bwhour shift, and the nanaper of the pus service
ddvision, nlao q Gorman, with peven loremen under him,

In the offices thore are larpe bookicoeping, atatistical, planning,
persomnel, and workergt securlty staffs, Such abundance of adminige
trative personnel would be astonishing to Industrianlists in the west,
where one manager is generally appoint-d to heud an enterprise, It is
not so in Ruasia, Whereever the state takes over the administrative
functionn, the wotker's eonstant and foremost preoccupation is to pass
responsibility on to someone olse,
dhe Lifo of g Ruseian Vorkep

The following 1s a brief description of the viorking day of a
worker who livesg in the country and works in the railroad car repair
shops in Sverdlovsk,

SUNHUENTIAL
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This worker geta up at 500 and puts a plece of broud and a
half-liter bottle of milk into a bag (if he is fortunate enough to
have a oow). Then ho voea to tho yailromd stop. There is wo
atation, Just a platform of woolen planis put up in the winter vhen
tho temperature ls 40=-50 degrees below freoming. liveryone prefers
to oome ourly and walt oince there is a penalty for every latanesn
at tho fuctorys Tho caro ere overflowinie Tho workers usually
nleop on tho wiuy or nwoke in wilenco, since lupsians rospooct the
aloop of tholr followemen, Aftor loaving tho traln, tho worker luw
about 6 kilomoters more to the plant, It lu excoadingly difficult
to bowd & trolloy, The crush In Yronch subwnys s nothing compared to
tho overorowlin in Russian trolloya.

The workor I'inally arrives to vork, tired oven hofore lo bogins.
Aftor the wiorkduy ends, thero is a (iveeminuto meotings, The worker is
Tortunate who llves outsido the city because ho can oxouse himself to
catch a train and lenve earlior. On the other hand, Lo has to put up
with tho Inconvonionce of travols The traing lonve late and if he
lives 60 kilometers from the Lactory, ho will noed obout throe hours
for travel and will pet homo about 2200 in the evening, Such a
workexr hus his own little house, which is not confiscated y he hus a
amall garden, a (ew chickens, u cow, and sometimes even a pigs The
worker who lives in the city, on the other hand, has to attend all
the moetings, and thore are many of them, . talin nakes a speoch; 1t
must be commented on at the meetin:u, sentonce by sentence, word by
worde If the speech is long, it will be disocussed over n sories of 1
meetinga.

It 1o & matter of genoral principle that the worker should have
no free time which he does not use for self-education, or for taking
an interest in the collective work of the plant or politicel affairs
of the nation, Therefore, the secretary of the trale union also calls

meetings, The secretary of the party calls mootings at least once 8
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wook, unl the gecretary of Commnist youth dova the same, The motion
ploture club exhibite propaganda filiaj the rest ia loft to the presia.
Clubg

On the whole, welleorganired and vellestaffad olubs are the
favorite mooting placos for olty workers, who apend tho najor portion
of thoir duys of rest there. Those institutions have auditoriwnmn,
with soating capacity up to 1,000, attractive decoratlons, and
oxcellont progruma. They ax® frequently visited by the large public
thentricul pgroups. Tho membors of the club organizo their own amuteur
theuters. The alubs also have gymnasiums and physicel cultwro
staliuns for tho propuration of young peopla [or mllitary sorvica.

Tho large ioscow Lhouters, wideh chargo 30-50 rublos admlsslon,
aro not wlthin roach of tho vorkors. Admisuion to movies 48 cliouper,
3 rublos, und in clubs 1 ruble, In splte of tho moderate prices, they
get otiff competition from si.loons and boor joints, iluny workers
exhausted from work prefor aleohcl to movies,
Bald Vacations

After 11 montha! work in one plant, u worker le entitled to a
vacation, or the equivalont In monoy if he is unable or prefers not
to take & vacation, The minimm vacation is twe wecks a your but in
practice varies according to vorking conditlons, For instance, in
ninos or in motellurglcal plants, wherc heat, fumes, or dampness
produce greater exhaustion, the yearly vacation period may be extended
to three or four weeks, as stipulated in agreements betweon trade
unions and trusts or ministries. Each vorker spends his vacation as
he wishes, but if his physlcal condition warrants, he nay gain
admittance to a sanatorium, So-called sanatoriums in Russla are
rarely institutions fér the care of oxtended illness. Sanatoriums
are simply rest homes. Theoretlcally, a worker 1us supposed to pay
for his maintenance in a sanatorium and pay his travelling eoxpenses,

but trade unions may give relief to those who have heavy family
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responaibilitien, However, it ia imposaible for a workey to spend
a vacation in :uch an lnutitution topethor with his fandly, It is
not lilely for tho vife to be in the auve physieal condition uy the
husband and to be asalmed & vasation at the aume tlme, A vagation
Lrdp vould Le wnthinkable us 1t would be yuinous,

In 1941 a monthte otay at a sunatorium coat 900=1,200 rubles
und 500=000 at o r.at hone,  Lvery trale union hag ito owm Institue
tion, roserved for its own momboru, There overyonn gots the sume
tre tmont, regardlons of hle position. There aie nluo inatitutions
with grandor tocomnodations anl bottor food recerved for hlghor
officinls of the atate, army, und !rVp, Artlgty, writora, cnd proe
fonsora uwlso huve tholr own rout lomes, usially bel Loy oquipped,

Every no at the rest homo ruwst follow proierlbod rulos, o
munt not rigse before 700 or rotire lator than 2200 oy 2300. Thore
are four substantial meals n daye It is not wnusual to ;nin 10
kilograma in volpht during a 2-weeks! stay. This iu not atrange
slnce aftor 11! months! work a worker arrivean oxhauatod and poorly
nourished, Vhilo on vacatlon, ho pots cocoa, buttor, roast moat,
milk and eream, but no vhigkey or lLeer, However, there aro pti1l
too fow root homos s althouph thore are wore of them evory years

‘ )

" Properly speaking, there is no black market in Russia. ilowovor,

)
q

as mentioned before, there 1s g free markot, run by the governmont,
where anything may be purchesed at unhenrd-of high pricos. Ne viorker
can afford to buy at th se prices except in unusual instunces, but
must have a food ration card, 24 hours upon arrival at a given
locality, he reports to the office of the militia with his passport
and a form sigmed by the housing comnittes, cortifying the anount of
Space in the occupled dwelling (at least 6 square meters per poraon),

The form also states the name of the place from which e came, the

reason for the chage of position, number of the pussport, nationality, otc,
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Aftor a long walt, ne retums to the roaldence, obtaing n tenant'as
book, buys a speciul atamp, and reports to tha passport office, More
walting., The next day an entry is nade in the tenant's book and on
the pasapert shouing the lemsth of time that one 1o permitted to stay
In the vlven loculity, ‘lo une 1ig parmitted to take o tenant without
permiaadon from the wilitia, Any Infraction of tids law carries the
ponalty of a large rine oy imprisonment, loalden s lhe houning comnite
tees would immediately roport: auch . cane, ng HKVD Inspoutors
eonptantly chack on the liats of tananty end vateh how they live,

One cnn only ebtain a food rntlon eanl 1f ono 13 vorking, The
naraonnel office ol tho plunt {uungs a oard aonordin’ to tho position
o' tha worker, A nalaried omployee 1s allowsd Sevor comodition than
A wa e=oummer, Lut artlats, . rofo:uors »  obler gadardod vorkers
rocolvo additlonal bunofits, If the wife docu not work, she in
ontitled to a food 1ntion cuxl an thoe worker's dopondont, 1lkowise
othor momboras of thie fumily, 1f thoy are wiablo to viorke Thoso who
have no omrloyment, as vell na thelr fanilies, are not ontitled to
anything,

Passports are mandatory for all Soviet cltizons,

N g 9 A

l The huge effort of the Soviet Union in oxploiting the mnining

’ rograurcos of the Urals and Hiberis wias amply rewarded during the
last wars Vhat would have becomo of the USSR, if 1t had not been
for the Donets Basin, if the Coviet Union hod not croated huge entere
prises in the Urals and beyond the Uralu, often in the sterk
wilderness - modern onterprises, superbly thought out, furnish-d
preponderantly with Amerlcan and German equipment, with a highly
8killed technical personnel, and with workers that wore diligent
and made fow demands?

The USSR preparad its cadros well, so that in the ond it could

get along without forelgn spocialists. The enterprises were in o
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position to produce Ly themselves all the machine partas needed for
heavy Industry. The entlre effort wuas focused on the processing of
ferrous and noneferrous metals amd on the development of the min:a,
Furthermore, the exploitation of oil wells wu: bogun In Bashkir
today it 18 a second Balue ‘the nickel mineu Oruk und Fuchegorak in
Kayrellaj Uinla and loy nickel mlnve in the Urulu, snd ho Kopchuranga,
Onon, Olovianayu, und Hyder tin mines were raised Lo the il
officlonvys There wore rugulexly funclloning planly even in Liw lare
divtant placen ol the Yalkuty land, Coppar works In Bulkech nnd
Sredno=irulok wro nov clante or Uhe motellurgicul Inlwstry. The naw
aluminun Juctory in tho Uruls, and tho wetalluxleal plants cnd Dlast
furnacon in ilagnitogorol, iluznetsl, and Tngll are roporting conntuntly
highor productivitys Contor: for the pruductlon of war muterla.,
airoraft, and t n.u upran: up with speed that 1s beyond comprehenslon,
By way of oxamplo, I will give un nceount of Sverdlovak, formorly
Ekatorinbury, whore the royul family porished,
actorion In tho Jiaxt of the 1 lldomoag
o ¢cross thuo Uruls. The railroad line circles the mountains
and runs ulong the valloys. \o pass Ufa, the capital ol Buohkir,
whore there is a large intornal combustion ongino plant, then Zlatoust,
l a steol produetion centor. At {irst, a traveler cannot detect plunts
, with thoir onormous olectric Iurnacss and worksho;s., These are
hldden in tho mountuins and in countless amall valloys. Later, he
notlces tho switchman's house and the single railroad track lhat
branches off the main line and disappears into the woods and into
the unknown. These are the only indications of the great productive
cepaclty close bye
The USSR, which in 1937 needed foreign speclalists to build
large metallurgical plants and to train young endres, did, however,

know how to get along without foreipgn aid when it was a question of
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oocrot faotories, !tarting with 1937, every means vas appiied to
oliminate non-Rusaian elemonts as far as ponsible in all branches
of Induatry,

On the vay to Sverdlovak, ve puss llolotov with its wolleknown
factories, and Kungur, famous for its orine and exoavator plunta,

The branch line from Kuaino leuds to a larpe {ireebrickyard
unl to SrodnoeUralok, the conter of tho copper Industry umd copper
mininge Chromplk han a chromo foundyy and eun sutisi'y not only
domestic requiroments but can wlso oxport large quantition abroad,
Ono kilomoter farthor is Hovotrubniy, tho Manemmann cylinder plant,
Farther in tho wools aro tho tit:nomaimotito minos. Tho noxt
otation io Krustulnaya, o rock crystal quarry supplyin;: the opticul
instruont industry, ,

The noxt station is Vorshyna, on the boundary bLetween Lurope
and hoiae Thon the train ontors the railroad junction of iiverdlovask,
where the lin's of Porm (Molotov), Kazan, Nizhniy TupileSolikamsk
crosss lie pags tho machine=gun factory in Nevyansk, Finally we
rouch tho suburb of Sverdlovak, To the right is u lake 10 kilow
moters long and 2 kilometers wide, an olectrio powor niiution, and
then the VIZ plant whieh produces spocial irem platos sor ;enorators
and electric motoras. DBoyond that are the larpe brick buildings of
the state storape warehouscse -

The railroad station in Sverdlovsk 4s modern and impressive.
Across 4a the railroad officials! club, Further on is a low bullding
where the royal family died, later turned into a museum named in
honor of Gverdlov, the late preosident of tho executive committee of
the party, after whom the city also wus named, There ure o few
pictures, books, and other printed matter in the nuseum, concem;.ng
the life of Sverdlov, l

'rhraugp the center of the clty is a long, broad avenue called
Lenin Street, 1ined with modern buildings. Further on is tho Tyrie
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theater, the dramatio theater, large stores, and notion pioturea,
The ureek cathadral on the maln nquare was deiolinhed and in 1te
place hupe reviewin: stands were bullt of cul stone., Officials
ocoupy this placa Lor 1 iay wrd 7 llovembey parades.

The oipht of the new univeraity soetlon 1. truly atriking,
with tho bulldin:s of the Industrial Institute, utudont dowmitories,
and faculty builiin-a, The tall, old vrirs have boon preserved und
lavns surround everything. dverdlovak uleo contains Lhe (raduate
school of finlm:, and ingtituton of chiomdatry, mrdiecino, a-ricultwe,
andl foroign lunuagon, gradunte militury sehoolu, Loupitula, clinies,
vooational sehoolo, wid numorcun primury schools.
J1 =1 Jio

The greut industry, however, is Loyond the citye. ihon vie take
tha train runnin; slong the highwa; le:iding to the hoavy machine
Inetoriens of the Uralu, the first stup Lu tho oxygen factory. The
socond stop s a machine nnd tool factory which produces Soviet
machines copled frox:u_‘foruim nodelas, The following motiud 1o useds
three machines of the >=me0 identical nodel are bought, then the
work begins., Tho £ir.t machino is installed and put into operation,
Tho second machine 1s dismantlod and drawings aro nale of ouch of
the partse The third machine is tosted in the chenicul laboratory,
with analysis of the metal, and tests of tensile str ngth and
rosistance, Later, n fow minor delails are chunged, the machine
is piven a Swiat fuctory trade-murk, uand yoes into serial production.

At the third station there is u branch line which goes through
the woods. After about a kilometer's ride, one suddenly sees the

_ huge bulldings of the Ural plant manufacturing steam turbines,

electric apparatus, :M transformeras A now workers' city ap;'inga
up out of the forest, The train crosses the line which connects the .
heavy machine faot.o.;y with lonotnays with its inexhaustible deposits
of peat, which provide the fuel. The new development, Uralmash, is
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woll built up vwith modern struotures, All the: factories and plante,
over an area of uany aquare kilemeterus, are swrrounded with high
Teneing topped with several rows of barbad wires Guardn stand at
the vatel towers armed with automtic rifles., Lntry into the plunt
is u complete hxxpoauibility.v tue wust have a apuclal pass oven to
o Lo the offlcea, It iu neoonnary to louve the portiolio with the
dooruan, ani ;o in anl ocomo wut enpty hunled,

Loty { [i

Thero wre & groul muy divisions in thesoe enoruous ontorprices,
ilundreds of draughtemoen, engineury, and inventors work in the larpe
vollelightod ludla, equippod viilh tho most rodorn [iellitioas The
nost powerful yolling milly, riotenillo, oxouvatora, moveble
bridgou, all the le.vy machines Lor tho eonotruction of motallursicad
planto comw Lrom Uralmugh,

Iy on tho way to tho oilicos, one should turn Into tho wrong
corridor by mistake, ho woull be stupped by a guand Lmediately,
lils pasy would Lo verified ani he would be Joad back to the proper
sectlon,

There are only a few bworn workers in Plant to 2, tlo ono who
values "freedom" would nsk them any questions, Pegple in surope
witio say they have “freely" traveled bhousandas of kilometers over
the USSR heve see: only what they iuve boen pernitted to se:, or,
rathor, vory little, Luropoans hiave not the slightest conception
ol these weoret citles In the Urals - d in ‘iiberia, whose produce
tlon potentlal grows day by day.

Lile in the Kolkhoge

The peaganiv in the UGSR usually live in two=room huts. They
have retained these small huts as thei: own private property, In
the old days, in the villages tuere weﬁ woalthy villagers, "kulaks, "
traders, owners of rather leuge homes, somotimos built of Lrick oy

stone with red or green roofing. These wore dispossesse ! during the
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revolution, «nd thelr property vas confiseated by the state like

tho ehwrchos aml paviabeds. The Luildings conflacated vere agalgnod
te the alainiatyative peraonunl, Lo ollee, and the Communlat paxty,
all Lusethor erploylng substuntlally large etedffa, Coodd the
lolnlitarian ayaten cxlat without this lmprosuive adminlstyvtive
muchine?  Thus tho village bociuss & kolkloze

Tha i C Lhe "Kulala!

A kolkhowo e a Fuobory Sor'w aioudlwal eomo 'Ahdes wal o
noubsra are Lo vorkeras  Tho kolihowe owna W Tund wdd sehinory
ant apadpns joba Lo Lha worlors i a naunoe to biure Whe groatoat
offlolineye

Tho ervablon of kolkhouos was .ol u aloor wdortaling, Generally,
1L 4o dACELevdt Lo convinee the farmer of tho necossity of colldoe
tivizing lund, olock, muchinory, aud oiher utililiow, hvoryone vwants
Lo koop hin oun propertye dowovar, twerdst Lussle prosontod a loss
dilficult problom, Lolng & lund whora aome property ovmers hud
nilliong of hoctares while the poasunts did not own even ono, The
ownors of furng wio enjoyed gome prospority (4d not want kolkhozes
and bacame u clags lwosn as "kulaks.® Thuo they had to shore the
Tato of the groat lardlords. lMoscow issued diroctives aimod at the
destruction of lthe kulakes as enemies of the re imo. Come of Lhe
small parcel holders also found il convenient to help liquilate
ihis clasa. * After they were wiped ocut tle systemotle exploitatlon
of farm vworkers ;radually began,

Complicatod ‘lachaniag ,

Lvery kolkhoze has a‘préaidant electod Ly the i:ombers of the
collectivo. ﬁsually hig aséistant la a professional. agronomiat,

The president 1e in charge of the bookkeepiny department jdintly
with checkers who compute the amount of work performed by the
brigades and individual workerss This chedking is quite complicuted

and must be done oonaéiontioualy 8o us not to hurt the workers and
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at the sume t'me mo as not Lo result in losses to the colleotive,
Othervise, the chackor risks sewvere penalties, For this roaason,
thefts, if any, are very enall,

Kolkhozes do not uaually huve machines oy working large traota
but rent theso from the tractor awxl fuym machine atatliona, Theae
gtationa are woll equipped und have rapalr shops and akilled
peroonnels They handlo the plowing ani sowing, anl assist in
haxvesting. Thay recoive paymont in ensly, pluy o glwe of the huye
voot, Under t!ds aystem, the prooporoun farmers do not hoelp thelr
poorer nolihbors, but, ratlor, the otute iidvon nocennary ald,
liorkers In tho kolkhoxe are remunovatod for the numbor of days worked
in the yorr. Thero are fowor idlory ho:o than in the factorien,
llarvosla mo tho r.oult of work, il boforo tho vorkor ls rald, ho
musts (1) harveat the prainy (2) deliver tho share ol prain duo
the atuto; () depouit the prain in tho granarios; (/) atore
potutoos und othor vogetablou; (5) dolivor to tho gtate itu due
sharo of mont and nilk; (6) cot nside xain for soving und for
"reserves." Then all these thin s have been done, the remaindor
goos to the worker. I 1o obwi ug that th- slightest decrease in
tho collective harvest Infringes immediately on the most primitive
necds of all,

Nor o this all, The kolkhozes not onl; render to the state
not only what 1s officially required, but often give much more,
Party spoakers travel throush the villages and hold moetings for
the purpose of instigating "spontanoous" resolutions to make further
voluntary contributions to the stute out of the collective!s share,
Just lot a ecollective rofuse,

Vihat remains of the harvest is divided by the total number of
hours worked end emch member roceives a share proportionate to his
contribution of work.' Party of the payment 1s in cash, since the
kolkhozes sell part of the harvest either to the gstate or in its
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ovn market. After deductions for tases and costa of aduinlatration,
the totul cuah 1a «lso (distyributed amecordin. to the time worked.

The welleorpanived kolkhoza. ave prosperous, They have clubs,
achoola, now stornn, hoapitila, and frult orchaxda, The collectlves
are vorth milllcna, which ;ives rise to the ccnvictlon that collec-
tive farming, despite the hiph taxes, proiotes the volfure of the
£ rm viorkor, who has tho added advantagen ovey the factory vorkor
in that he owns his home, garden, and livestock, Vhon I llved in
the ngi(:hhorhood of Samoovot, In the Uraln, I had tho opportunity of
con{ irmin; the comparative prospority of the kolkhoze in that
locality, Tho houson had oloctrlclty, many even lud a rulio, Each
farmor had u cow, ono oy !wo plis, chlekana, nnl goouo. Tho food
wao simple Lut wlequatos, Ono could I;wohauo at tho stores, without
& ration card, sugnsr, puﬁtry, toa, coffoo, cliocolute, lusslan
"champapnos" clothing, and linons.

Thore are, loviovor, many poor kolkhozes, whoso members live in
misery. Tho g, oton evoryvhore is severo and harsh, but tho causes
of prosperity or poverty 1o in tho local eondltlona of work.

ho Vergug the $

Only eivil marriagos are recopnized in the soviet Union, Those
are registered at the Replatry like births amid deaths. The couple
applics at the Kegistry w:ith birth certificatos and passports,
necompaniod by two w.inesses. The ceremony takes piace immediately.
This may be followed up by a church ceremony, but’ the lattor has no
logal validity.

Immediately after the rovolution, divorces were easy to obtain.
The cost of the firat divorce waa 50 rubles, of the second 500, on
o progressive scale, Divorces now are Lhardor to obtain, Not only
must both sides agree to the divorce, but one side must prove that

the other failed in the performance of marital duties, or made
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married 1lite impesaible, Furthermore, the julze .ay be expected to

a

attenpt a roconclldation,

For n time abortlona were permissible, but the law hus been
nodifieds. The now repulations provile ror the .ost severo
penaltica loxr abortlons undertuken without the permisaion of a
apacial nedical comnlaslon, Tho state pays hiph premiwma to large
tamili:o ad donatos complete layettes for nowborn bubies, lothors
of' large familios rocelve the ecltation of the ileroic other. There
are nwserloa everywhora for tho cuye of Lufwits of worklng uothers,
ard sholters ior children of kindorgurtion agoe Tho caxe lo pood wn.l
the feon are deductod from tho workor's pay. As u matler of
prineiple, mothors of wmall childyron are nol supposod to work at
nilphte

Theuo are all matters portulning to thu jrivate life of
citizonss As for public 1ifo, tho basis of loviet wluinistration
aro tho Councllae lenin': idoa in ereating tho syslom appeared to
be gluply thios put tho knout In the people's hands wnd lot them
beat onc ancthor in the name of froedom, The councils extenl from
top to bottom ovor‘ywhuro: tho villago counclil, the clty council,
the reglonal council, the district counell of the autonomous
republic, up to the Supromo Council of the UsSR. Tho latter
osteblishes tho laws, tho others carry thom outs

Hence we have counclle and cells,

Vo have tho communiot cell in the village, and an array of
colls in tho city and district. In the samo manner, there are cells
in the factoriea, bureaus, trade unions, and large stores, and
further on, cel_la of the region, province, autonomous republics, and
"independent" states, a network of oyes serving the lesdership of
the Communist Party of the USSR, w
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There ia no room for a second party. Those who are not
Commnists or do not belong to Communiut Youth, are without reproe
ssntation and oan form no oppoaition, lon=members may ocoasionally
be alocted to a council hut ihelr appointment must be arrangoed and
confirmed by the party, The :iulstry oi the Intorier ia organiged
in the same mamner and, with a veritable aviy of inf 1i0r8, Ponge
trates into the farthermoot anl smallest plac. » for nothing muat
oscape tho vigilanco of the party leaders and I'olltbure.
dudeog, Inleed

Thoe llinistry of Justice hns courts of poace amd tyilunals which

try casos In the opon and :ulmit lavyers for the dofenge, 'ut this
v ole appar..tus iu suporfluoun, Il anyonn 1o guspocted of unorthodox
politlcal views, ho aimply disappoars, wul only muel lator, in prison
or in a concentr tion camp, ho lourns thut ho has been gertonced to
8, 10, or 15 yoarn' imprisonmont for subvorsive propaanda or
activities. Ho has boen convieted under parugraph 58, HNor is his
family notified. Ho may even be shot according to tho same routine,
There have, indeed, been large political trials, but these have been
arrangod morely to strike at proups within the party through the
lenders brouht to trial, unl thus reveal deviations from the opinions
of Stalin, These were pwely propaganda (rials. lurtiiermore, those
on trial were too prominent to disuppear en masse without u trial,
It is another matter if some liﬁtle Ivanov, who 13 not known outside
of his own village, has e big mouth, Heo vanishes quietly and 1s soon
forpotten; it would bo dangerous, oven for his closest relatives, to
show that they think of him,

The councils are clected by the people = tho democratic system =
but the party sees to it that there is no deviation,

I rocall the elections to the Supreme Soviet of the USSR when
I lived in Palkino, "It s tj,he duty of every citizen to vote, ie

must show the whole world .that the entire bloc of the Comminist, party
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and noneparty members voted as one mun for eandidates in whom we
oan place full confidence," Thia ia the way the party apeaker
propared the voters, plving an account of the life and qualificae
tiong of the ovne and only candidate for the reglon, "If' anyone has
any objootlona, lot Lim speak outj we can say anything here, But
I am aure that no one huw anything ajainat owr comrade, He is
upripght, woll known, and has been thorouphly investlzutede"

o ono In this loculity knew tho canildate, wio wus an
ongineor at the Lvordlovsk hoavy maclilne plunts, This wae of no
congoquenco, s candidney wus supported by the party opoakors
Discunsion wne superfluous; he wag noninated {rom ahove,

At last the pgrout day arrived, iven boforo dawn tho votors
linod up at tho polla, Thore vma n buffot at the polling Looth,
with all kindd of delicacloes, oven butter, Automobilos wore sent
after tho women voters, oven vhen they had no more than 300 moters!
travel. Tho noxt day tho world vus informed that 99 percont of the
votera cunt their votose
Rwo Pillars of the Soviet Unions tho Informer and tho Prison

The horde of informers planted throughout the ontire area of
tho Soviet Union, 18 unknoin but powerful., Thess ure not official
agents ol the NKVD., In certain cases they are reimbursod for thoir
oxpenses, if they can justify thom on the prounds that they are
nocessary to obtein required informati:n, However, thoy roceive no
steady remneration. They use pseudonyms in signing thoir reports
and can be identified only by tho chielf: of thelr divisioriss Such
an agent selects a paseudonym when entering the service and simlta=-
neously roceives a serial numbor. The official papera of the
informant contain a facsimile of his signature.

Reorulting
There were inatances when I vanted to release a worker that

was not sulted to the job and met with unexplained opposition, The
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trade union and the party vere in agreement uith me, but somehow
there was always soma interference with carrying out 1y ordera, The
reagon wus uimply that poor workers happen to be valunble Informerae
They are to be found everywhere, among party ard trude union secres
taries, ard even among offiolals of the ilKVD, ,

Tho recrultment of an informor often tukes place in the rollc'ming
manner. Lute one evenlng, a olvilian, with whowm uwue 18 or im not
aoquainted, vieits the rouldonco anl wishes to talk to the hoad of
the famlly. In tho course of the conversutlon, the hend learns that
tho loonoule Dwraau has obtained information that there liave bLoen
larpo expenditurca, or purchasca ut the store or rostaurant, or that
there had Leon u party at lthe howse with iuch drinking, and that,
naturally, tho Burouu is wondoring whero tho comrade got tho money.
On other ocoasions, it lu augyested that there have boon reports of
conversations critlecising tho rogime at thio comrado's regidence and
the comrnde rmst reallze that if the matter vore to bo carried further,
thero might bo uerlous consequonces to him and to hig lamily, However,
they are taking into considoration various sexvices which he hag
rondored und they aro counting -n other servless in the future, The
visitor 1s merely a Irloml warning the comrade ogaingt £falling into
a trap,

Naturally, the heud of the house thanks the courtecus visiter,
However, the visitor returns repeatedly untll ho finally gats the
vietim to sign up as an informer,

Sometimes the recruiting agent aproaches a gervant, or even the
wife, and gives hor the impression that she ig rendering a groat
service and is warding off suspicion against tho lamil + llany women
are informers and in this way the NKVD Jmows the intimate dotailg of
farily lifa,

Evexry New Gity ds Firet a Labor Camp

The prisoners of the NKVD, vhich superseded the GPU and Tchaka,

are just as valuable to the rogime us the informers. It seems strange

Gﬂl_l’lzef_ﬂ'ﬂll
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that in the huge industrial centera there are not only modern
faotoriea, but alaso obmolete planta worked at o faverish pace, This
is explainad by the faot that for many yeara the DUSR will need every
pound of motal which it can produce, vhereun 1ts incomprehenaively
vanst manpowor roserves compensate for tho une of old material, The
prisonera maintain manpowor resorves at a hipgh level. In the initial
stagea, every city nnl overy plant is a concentration camp of the NKVD,

It happeng in this way. The pgeolo;-iats dincover new deposita,
Tho Council of Comminars deciden to oxrinlt the aron, but the territory
is a wildernono, Thero are no rowln and no inhabited arous for
hundrodo of kilomoters. Tho climate lo bud, onl it 1o out of the
quantion to reoruit omouph volunteorn to colonize the land, Transports
of prisoners will serve {ho mrpose., Tho 7KVD huo & supply of both
laborors and sposianlists, ninco article ¢ applies to ull clanuco of
pocletys

The prisoners travel the long route on foot, in at.ges, though
tho tundras and virgin foroats of \iiberis and the far north, carrying
o fow primitive tools, tents, and foods One nloo meots thom in the
dasertns of the southe
Ioars Latexr

After arriving ot the destination, the expedition bogins to
build a camp to serve as barracks and jrison, In the north, the work
procecda rapidly; tho timber 1y cut and the barracks are made of logs.
In the south, huts are nade of mu~dried clay., If no wood 1s avalle
able, doors, windows and floors present enormous difficulties. The
people muwt sleep on the ground for a long time, Slowly, supplies of
lunber are recoived and the camp becomoa it for habitation, Then
the preparcatory labor begins to mnke ready for the arrlval of ordinary
vorkers, Tho prisomers clear the pround and do the spade work for the
gsewage 'nd water syatems, If necessary, they bulld dams and trace the
routos of future railroad linss, Ofton such preparatory work tukes
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years, and only after the arrival of ordinary workers does the

world learn of the exiatence of the locality, Sometimes the newse
papers publich liata of namea of "involuntary" lubovers of the NKVD,
who have bheon awarded honorary distinoctions for their hevoic work,
Racently Ievestya doveted u half colwan to tho nuneg of prisoners of
NKVD eited for the budlding of u o.nal from the Yoloe to Moscow and
the canal to tho White Sea. Thowe ure proof's of the "erganiming
ability" of the institution,

Lromung

"A hwan boing 1o tho most valuable thing ve pouses," said
Stulin, The JKVD tukos inaplration from thosoe words, lfor wo must
e1nit that Wb lo foreod lubor ig hurd, novertholosy, us fur v pnsaiblo,
tho !KVD feedu tho prisonera accordingly; that 1w, just anouh no
that prlsonors will not oturve to «doath bofore the oxpiration of the
prison torn. lvory human boing 1s useful in colonization, At the
camp thore iu ulwyn o hospital, medical gorvico, and u club whore
the politiciuns keop (ho prisonors inforved about ocononie 1ifo in
the nation,

Work compotition, with promiun awards in tho form of & supple=
montary food allovunce, or the hope of obtulning frecdon befoye Berve
ing a full tevm, ensure onthusiasm in the work deno, After a time,
the camp 1s moved and the turrets of the guard ere erected slsowhers,

Thus, the so-called GULAG, tho Contral Office of Camps of the
HKVD, cannot meet the domand for nanpower, evon though guch a worker
1s quite oxponsive in view of the high costs of uduminiotration and
supervision,

On 15 July 1941 when tio Vichy Government broke off diplomatic
relations with the Soviet Union, ns I found out later, I was arrested
and sent to a camp in Novosibirsk, where I found about twenty of my

countrymen. After a year of monotonous oxistonce, during which even
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ny family Jmew nothing of my fate, wo uere transforred to the famous
Canmp No 89 1n Spankegozaved, neay Karaganda, in Kasakhstan,

Idving eonditions vere deplorable, Dyaentery amd freesing cold
deaimated the internces, The last Franchman whoso death ve mourned
ddod 12 Au.ust 1946, 1119 name wan Plotr Pussey,

1 ! 0

A carpenter by trale, anl a member of the Communiet, Party,
Pussey had vorke! in the car divivlon of Lienault in Billancourt,

Wa vifey whem he ot In Parly at a Connigt, necting, vas Logn in
Odosna, Thay i'alt thnt lving: eonditions In Pranco wore intolorable
and tholr nlde vandered to tho LUCR whideh they hud heayq pralasd o
ofton,  Thoro, lhoy viore convincad » 4 oiorkor would e casured of the
kind of exlotonce yhien ho dosorved, A viuit to the Soviot pavilion
ab a faly L2937 arouded tholy onthuslasm, "Our son w11l bocom an
ongineer Jn the Soviet Union," erded Pussey, and thoir doparture wns
a;rood upon,

Al throo bearled g soviet ship at Maroecillos ay stoerapo
passongera, tut what of gueh ninor inconveniencn? Thoy arrivod at
Odagsa full of hope, Fusaey oxpected spocial conaideration ay a
nilitant communist, and sont hig party romborship cmd to the Commintern
in Moacow,

Unfortumtely, the days wont by and they had to face reality,
Sultable work ewuld not bo hied wid thoir meager suvings wore almogt
exhausted,

I Ddedd s donpont

The family moved from Odessa to Darntitsy near Kiev, There
Pusaey £inally obtained work in a railroad cay repair shope. But what
& differonce betweon actual conditions and the "prosperity" which they
had expectod! Not only were the work quotas conglderably higher than
the Fremch, but 1t wag necessary to use inferior tools, The inedee

quate remuneration soon foreced Pussey's wile to glve sowing lossong in
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the workers' club, Lven thda was not enough, and if they had not
had a palr of ;‘onts, thoy viould have hal to go hungry, The story
of thoir winer ble oxiatanco would be tho ator, of tha average
workor in Rusala.

Victin of Forced Labor

In July 1941, Pussoy shared tho fate of his countrymen, le was
sont to tho Oranki prison togother with his rumily., Shortly thero=
after, the HKVD froed hin wife and non, regarding them as Soviet
citisens, and tranaforred i‘ussoy to our camp, lie tricd many times
to find out vhat becamo of his fumily but nover receivod a reply,

In 1945 Pussoy was assiynod to u Coppack kolkhoze. This was vory
strenuous work go that in Decomber 1945 Puncoy returncd to camp
soriously 4ll, llo wan wdmitted to the hoopitul and dind thore throo
woeks before our liberation,

Buggoy’s Lagt jitl)

I visitod him a few days bofore he died, "Todoy or tomorrow I
shall die, If you return to I'rance, vialt ry brother vho lives in
Arnouville=Lege=Gonoaso near Paris and tell him what lifo is like in
this country., I rogret I shall nevor return to France. I would not
be afrald to say what I saw hero and how much I suffered,"

Ne Coffin and o Commen Grave

There were five of us Frenchmen at Pussey's death, As the
stretcher was carrioed out of the hospital, I lifted the cover and
pinned on a tiny tricolor, made of odds and ends. Ve were only
allowed to go as far as tho gate. Nor had they allowed us to nail
some old boards together for a coffin, Like all the others, Pussey's
body was thrown into a common grave,

On 6 September 1946 we were informed that we were free. fie had
every reason to belleve that we owed our freedom only to the fact that
the Fronch Embassy in Moscow had received one of the letters which we
had managed to sond through secret channels, Now the NKVD reported
that our reloase had been signed in April,
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At any rata, the attitude of the authorities toward us ohanged
radiocally. They aven anked if' wo reallised with what care they had
looked after our hoalth, After a short atay in Karaganda, wo
traveled 4,000 kilometers in 5 days and arrived in Moscow, WMy
arrival caused a scnsation at the Embasay,

Twe Dinners in tlogoow in JOAG

I had not seun the capital in six years, There was little
change, since 1t hul boen apured by alr ralds. There had boen no
oonstruction vork during the war, with the oxception of the subway
with 4ts gorgeouns atationn wxl lavish woo of marble. There were the
onme queuos in {ront of otores, espocially tho high prioed lood
ptoros osolling goecalload M"commorclul' bread anl sugar without ration
cards,

There were large numbers of soldiers of overy branch of service,
dressed in now uniforms with rich gold cpaulets. Tloople on the main
thoroughfares wore well dressed in imported clothes of excellent cut
and matorinl, Vherens walches had been a rarity before the war, now
thoy glistened on tho wrists of many men and women. Now one could
gsoe ologant shoos and hats instead of berets. liith more private
cars, there wag almost an air of luxury., However, in the workers'
sections, work clothing predominated.

FEven before tho wir 4 had been difficult to {ind a rooms By
now the population had inorcased to over 7 million, an increase of
2 million, idany femilies hed only one room and shared the kitchen
with all the other tenants. i‘hen the husband and wife both work,
life is even more complicateds The husband comes home, but his wife
hag to stand in line in front of some store, Days of rest ure
devoted to laundering. In the summer, one has to raise vegetables
in the garden, Such living conditlons do not foster cleanlinesu.
Consequently, I have been unable to find a room without bedbugs.

The subway awarmed fvit}x fleas,
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During ny atay in Moscow, I was invited to the homes of many
Rueaians, Thoy oould not underatand why Frenchman, who were frienda
and alliac;, wore kept in jarison omups. They alwaya took preat care
to caution me that overything would be in styict conflidence and I
hal nothing to fear, However, it socms that 1y hoats were mainly
thinking of themselves und did not oare to have anyone Lnow that
they wero ontexrtaluing forelgmers, Two such invitations dve a
typdeal illuotration of Soviet 1ile in that yoax,

A the liome of o Vorker

"let's have u ¢lase of toa." Thls in Just an exprossion,
fihdaky 4o sorved, und larpe or arall, tho (las: 1 omptiod 4n one
(ulpe Tho conversation peps up and ono boging to tulk about the hard
timos.  Prices are too high and vugos are too low, Volcos uro lows
this 1 critleism in o sense, and thoe valls jave 0ari,

There are three of us at tho table. Tho host, a Lig fellow, is
a fitter at a factory, who has Just boen domobilizod. Iio wife is a
protty Ukranian with long black braids, she io woaring a beautiful
ombroidered blouss in my honor, Thoy have a room of ubout 12 aquare
moters' floor space. Thore im an old wooden bed with sprin;s poking
out of the mattreus, : wardrobe, a asmall table, and three Lroken
chalro. The mother of the host is sitting on the bed. Formerly, she
ovned the whole house. The povernment confiscated the house and loft
her one room for herself, her son, and daughter-in-low, Now seven
other families ure l1iving in the house. There ave remants of old
vallpaper on the wall, decorated with crushed bedbugs, Groceries and
the ever=prosent spirit lamp are in the hallway, The elderly woman
sleeps In the halliey in the summor or in the room in the winter, either
on the floor or on three chairs pushed together,

"Grandma, have a glass vith us," says the host, After aome
coaxing she drinks her whiskey and returns to the bed looking a little

loss unhappy. "We are fortunate to have mother, My wiie 1s a
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salosclerk in a food atore and it would be imposaible for her to
stand in line, If it were not for (v.ndma, we woild have nothing to
aate" The old ludy besomen talkalive ubout eventa in har life and
takep out some old photorraphs from the trunk, he uuat have rlaked
a lot to hide thama uouveniyu, duddenly she Leconon allent, hides
everything, and crosses hergell surreptitionaly, "Poy no attention
to hers Sometimes you can't gat a word out of hor," auya tho son,

iy hoat beglina to talk, lo oaw much durlng the war, Life in
other countries scows Lo Lo eopler Lhan in Runvia, iHis wife listens,
both transported anl awl, Suddenly ry host asis mo 1£ I have an exdt
pasoports ihen I nod, ho orien: "hen why don't you leuvo?"

Muny more hijldy oultured poople hud usked 1o that cuostion,
Thio timo I was bolng askod by a olnple "child of tho October
Levolution," who was otill dazzled by ovorything thut he had boon uble
to see of Furopean life, It was about this 1life that he wanted to
chat with me. llo had gone to the expense of a rocoption for the sake
of this conversution, I was the only one he could tulk to, Taking me
to tho subway, his parting words voros "iMaybe I tulked too mch, but
I trust you."

A% the Jjome of an Officer

A few days later, an officer of tho occupation forces in Horlin
invited me to his home, Ie was on furlough and was thinking of taking
his wife back with him, He was no acquaintance of mine and I would
not have gono except for the fact that I had known his wife's alster
and had brought her news about a cousin who had been deported, I
hesitatod for a& long time, It would not be sufo to talk about my
exporiences on ’the steppes of Karaganda in front of an officer, and I
knew I wan being spied on at every step. 5o as not to become doped
with whickey, before atarting out I drank a half liter of sunflower
oil, and took a roundabout route on the subway,.
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The table was set vhen I arrived and we immediately aut down.
The room was poorly furnished, On the valla were portralts of
Molotov and uitalin and on the shelves wera the inlispensable furnishe
ings of every Soviot home - the complate works of larx, knpels, Lonin,
and Stalin, attractively bound, The purchase of those editiona is
compuloory, but the jrice 1o lows Tho room hal formerly boen large,
tut was now partitioned off to form a kitchen and foyors My host vas
wearing all his decorutions and wno vory pround of his threo atara.
Hlo had boon working in a kolkhome whon war broke nut und ontered the
army s a plain soldior. llow ho was n sorgounts

"] am thinking of tuking my wife by plano," ho suys. "It ls
fuoter and aufore. On tho truins ono encountera subotours, purtisane,
and shooting, Tho t.oriuny do not want to understamd that we liborated
them from /iitler. Thay do not llko us, aml whero I aum stationed, 1t
in not onfo to po out oveninga, Of coursn, wo uro careful, We have
no pity for tho bandits who ruln d our dear country. Only, it 1s hard
to £ind the criminals bocnnse they all stick togothers . huve to
terrorize thom go that thoy will not only be afraid to shoot at us ut
oven to think about it, It is bottor to arreat 999 lmnocent oncs then
to leave one future murderor frea."

Tho wife 1s a buxom country girl from a kolkhoze. She is wearing
a kimono of rayon "made in Geramny," fustened at the nock with a huge
brooch of old silver studded with milti-colored cabochon stonoes,
probably from CGermany. "Aren't you afrnid to go to Gormunyi" I ask
hor. Her sister replies: "That's nothing to whut sho has seen. She
wus at the front and mot her husband there. ©he was o member of the
Communist Youth and took active part in battles, Sho has beon decorated.”

The young housewife is not wenring her decorations, cnly her
brooch and earrings, "We are not afraid of the Germans," she cays.
"We have everything here, but my husbend says that it 1s better there
because we huve a favorable rate of exchange and can buy many things
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which we do not have hore., The Germana have hidden a lot, but in
the end they will have to sell, !y aiater will atay and take ocare .
of the house and I will sond her preaenta,"

Uy hoat brought out a aecond bottle of whiskey, Aftor that I
do not romemboy v:lm@or or not wo tulked about the objegt of wy
visit - neweo of the deportad cousin. Proolous vidoloy; 4t had been
prohiibited during the revelution, but was lognlizod before tho war
bacause the otate noedad the rovenue,
lagea

Mtor having vorked for .0 years in Russiun induatry, and having
boon intorned for 5 yeary in tiboria, althouch I wap un ulion I
thought I could bo pormitted to otay in loscow, Vihen I loarnod that
I could only live in tho provincos, undor ntrict surveillanco, I
opplied for an exit visa and left 3 Hoverber 1946 for France. My
Remonth ptuy at the capital enabled me to renow iy acquaintance with
normal. Soviet life,

The Soviets have compulsory education. Children mst attend at
leact the 7 grades of primary achool. Aftor that they have Lhe
opportunity of attending trade schools whore thoy become akilled
workers. Students recelve food and clothing, and after graduation
are vent to the factories. There aro nlso 10=yoar gchools, from
which the bost students roceive scholarships to more advunced gchools,
These are classified according to numerous speclalized departments of
engineering correaponding to the branches of industry,

From earliost youth, the majority of the children belong to tho
organization of "Children of the Octobe: Revolution," Later they
Join the "Red Ploneers," then "Communist Youth." i'hen they becoma of
age, they bocome members of the party. It 1s customary to pass
through the progressive stages, as it is very difficult at present to
obtain membership in the party directly, One may attend meotings for
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many years as aynpathiser, excluling secret meetin:as, When one is
vwell known, ho may be accepted as a candidate and muat then atart
& long coursge of atudy of the Marxist claseics. Although the
nunarous purges hav: thinued the ranks and left only those who are
ovutwardly faithrul, this doon wot mnan that membexrs irmore nateyial
conaiderations, UHoln: deprlved ol memborshlp often msans the loss
of privilegos wnd the loss of u pooltione

In 1925 vhan T viorkod the Shehotovo plants as director of the
olootrical and mechanical division, 1t wan sugrested that I join the
partye I £illed out all tho foras, imt it was also nocossary to
have throo sponsors w.o wwl boon purty mombors for over 5 ,eurme I
viue ublo to pot only two oponvory, so I left tho pluce without joine
ing the party und have never appliod for namborohip slnee.
Lazea ond fricea

Whon tho worker'a budpet is compured with hile wagno, Lt in
difflcult to undorstand how the worker emn live, o must pay an
Incomo tax and a tux for oultural bonofita, At Loast a tenth of his
esarnings aro deducted for wtato bondu, to which w rmsl nubscribe,
llo must pay for ront, lighting, fuel, wstlér, and sown;e disposal,

The trado unlon takes 1 porcont of tho wajges, andl the purty 3 percentj
then there is group ingurance, I he liven aome dlgtares £rom the
plant, he must pay trolley fares,

Yot, overyone is dressed and livos somshows YFamily life helpsp
the heud of the famlily is seldom tho cnly wa e=sarnor. lsually, tie
vife and children augmont the lamlly lncome, ‘Then, there are
premiums. Thoe standard of llvin; 1o low. Uazie food requirements
conaist of bread, soup, and cerecale Liveryone gets alongy witiout mean,
butter, and egge. It must be romombored that overy loborer and office
worker spends his free time In his vegetable garden cutoide the city.
To encourage this, the government iswuos cheap rallread tickets, and

the family ralses 1ts own potatoes, cabbuge, ciawrrots, beets, and
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cucumbers, This ia additional work, but everyono then feels he ig
oomevhat of a lurdovmer, and oven the eltlzens of the USSR like that,
1, M 7

llealth services are woll orgunized, Everyone ean o to the
olinie und receive freo treatumont, Patlonts vith suall incomon may
oven get medioine free, A doctor may vork in soveral olinion,
provided he tukes care of tha required number of pationta daily,
The [first olinie pays him 500 to 60O r1ublon monthly; suoccosnive
olinlou pay ucoording to ths number of patients oxamined. llo wuy
also practice in institutlons Loy childron, (n an aver [0, a doctor
can earn 1,£00-2,000 rubles monthly, Unually, he 1o not permitted
to have any private jructico, o:copt with the paymont of very hiph
taxes,

In othor ;rofessions it is ulso poasible to have employmont in
moro thun ono pluces I porsonally ofton had three oourcos of incomo,
karnines and Cogt of Living

A fow ingtuncos ave ;iven ag followas

Ixade kenthly pay = in rubles

Domeatic 180
Unsicillod laborer 250
Offico workor 400 = 600
Skilled worker - specialist 600 = 750
Group foreman 600 = 800
Foreman 800-1,000
Engineer 600-1,000
Draughtsman 2,000-2, 500

Chief director and technical director 1,800~2,200

Promiums are addi'\tional and proportionate to salarins. Some
factories lLave a slidir\z scale and a good worker can triple his basie

paye The director also‘pets oxtra pay when the factory cxcceds 1ts norm,
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In white collar vork, pay ia greatly diversified so that one cannot
make poneralizations, lixiteras do not publish thelr own books but are
paid by the povernmont. Artists pet tho higheat rays 1 knew an
oper: ginger who recoived 6,000 rubles uonthly, and she was not o
atar of tha firat magnitude,

The following are prices which I had to pay In the froe market,
sinco I h:d no ration oaxds 2 kilograma hlnok bread, 40 rublea;

150 grams vhite bread, 15 rublea; mili, 20 yubles por litory meat,
70100 rublog pap kilogramy egms, 5«7 rubles oach} butter, 200-220
rubles por kllogrem,

The Russiand ave trunsforming thoir country and inereasing thoir
production potential at tho cout or great vacrifices, such :g the
ronunciation of all peisonal froedon and doing: witiout the roat
elomontury comforts, Thanks to the dised line of the dictatorship,
the production potential increases whilo tho coat of the inexhaustible
manpower dropss The number of tochniciang 1s also pgrowing,
Undoubtedly, bofore long, Russia will satialy her immense domostic
needs and will bo free from the ocononie exigenoies that horotofore

i have hampered the political action of its leadership, ihat will
’ Russia undertake tion? Thet ig the problem which the whole vorld
facos anxiously,
Erogress in Produetivity
When I returned to lMoscow af'ter five years! internment in
f Siberia, cut off from Soviet life, I was able to get a perspoctive
of Ruasian development. Up to 1930, wagos were almoat ‘tho same for
managers and workers., Thia unifornity was in line with the Communist
ideal but did not offer an incentive to inerease produetivity, About
that timo some of the trusts began to introduce a 8liding scale of
wapges and to inerease substantially the remmeration of munagers and

engineers,
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The inoroage in productivity wes marked, but the real
paychologloal shook came with the Stakhanovist wovement. About
1935, Stakhanov, a ninor, set individual records of productivity,
and Stalin, whone positlon waa ageured by that time, took him as &
motel and made him the apogtle of labor. Lith this oxample, blown
up with furdoug propaganda, production made {furthor progrean,
vapen kept paen with the new records and come workers ourned ten
timoo o wuch ap others, The outstandin: workera alse lud the
priviloge of ihop ing at Stakhunovite utorea, which offored
comnditics not obtalnablo oluevhore. Howover, the top political
loaders vero not in complote ngroemont among; themsolveo, This wus
the poried of iasn arresto after the assassination of Kirov, Stalin'g
right hand rane Tho redim of Llorror that followed lowered the
morale of tho workers mnd for two years proiuction dil not increase,
£ocdaliot Incontivog

In 1937, the governmont introduced on a large soule the
romarkablo system known nos the "soeialist incentive paymont plane!
This io how 1t works. A cortain toum of workers discuguos tho work
quotno and docidos to inoreuse them. Fop instunce, if the norm is
100 walts o day, the team reglstors o pledpo with the trade union to
produce 110 units a day, theroby lowering the costs of production
while maintaining the same quality and keeping the machinos in good
ordar, Other toums are culled on to do tho sume s and someons can
always be induced to ralse his hunds Another group agrees to produce
120 units, Tho compotition starts and the trade union judges the
quality of the product. The names of the winners appear on red
toblets and the names of those who failed appear on black tablets,

With the introduction of the incentive system, sabotage ceased
to exist. Tho sabotours had been remnants of disgntisfiod kulaks
vho had baen forced to work after their property hed been conflscated.
Sabotago on a large seale had aiso been instigated by highly placed
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Oomauninte whioh did not upprove of talin's metiods, Howevey, this
olagn disappeared altor tho losco. sl trialn unl the confenslons
obtainod thoreby,

Starting vith 1938, although tha popmlation way ntdll okepticad,
produotion bogan to ineye se, mnl took em glinntle proportiony ofter
the tranafor of hoavy induatry to tho Uraln, Gthadatod Ly masa
nropaganda, prtrlotinm reached 1ty LAcheat peale during tho ware The
acliler oxhibitad epndurance and cou (o oreooly oqualed dn hiontory,
The factory workor - ro onually vallint in onduring overy burden and
haxdnhip,  The work dey was lengtionad to 10 howrs, For miners, to
elte an cxamplne, thio maant 11-12 howrs undoriround, Taxes Incrensed
Ly 100 noreont ‘or thono who vero not it for wllitary nervice, by
200 poreont. or thoun whe vore £Li Ymt rereined al tholy jobu, and by
300 porcent i'or ningle ren, Dayn of rost woto reduced 4o 3 por month
und vacatlonn wore entirely abolinhed, The astute wiro supponed to pay
for the loat days of root wnd veontions aftor the war, lut at o vust

mjority of tho vorkers! mestingn, the workers apgrood to dvo up any

clelmg,
Vi I left nigala

Durng my stny in loscow I woa chle to vorif, to that extend
offielal precopts ave followsd.

The poldiery who return {rom the west muat forpot cverything that
ther have seen and must restrain thomielves from meling any comparinons
or comments. This is easily done because of the decp lmprognation
rosulting from 30 years of regimentntlon and fear of tho congequencea
which befall the un.ary. The trap is gprung; the iron curtnin fallg,
Ag a rule, more care ia taken to provent penetration of tho curtain
from the inside out than the roverse. i

Before leuving for loseow, I roceivod documents to suthorize my
stny iIn Moocows In splte of my Intermment and the loss of my entiro
wonlth, I had Intended to remain in Russia in the belier that the

appropriate miniatry would give me a position commenswrate +:ith ay
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I rented u room in a private lowe, Aftey 5 days, my landlady,
& Soviet citizen, told me aocrelly that MKVD apents were inquiring
about e day anl aight aad thet she feared for lay aufoty for having
rentad & yoan o & forelomor,e T Lot Lo poal sheltor aloevhara,

Mter sone Srndyy o 31 Oetoboy 1040, the Luresm of vigens and
allas vopdataatlon inforued mo Wt I hed poralesion teo stay In the
counlyy provided that I loft 'toweow iy ° dogae That woa tantomount
Lo bedng foread Lo wosopt any kind of ornlaymat, ovon that of a
ateon aloror, I eouhl ugl acongl sach Injuitles aftar pe rny
gonri ol vorle ol requentod wh U vlan,

v Lo bugoy Lo Lannce

T arrived o Parda by pslano on 4 Hows hos nitbar 39 vonyat
abuonces I LM n counley thal Ly g wuenildne 4o mo as Lho 100N,
lhat otrles b0 nout Ja the complete frocden of cxprassion and oany
liviug cond “Llona, «Tthouyh neny peoplo com dadn about slhertagon,

I hevo mwlo contnels w:ith the Fmvmeh worlkdng elanson, I Lnve
beun antounded by the relative confort of tha dunllirga, and the
quality and vaciety of food n-d ciothings Tho Loviet vorler eannot
ovon Qo of cuch © oot ndaxd of Living,

Vhile I 1llwvad in Rugais, I loarned to seeept the linttations and
pollee gupesvision us . mn'toy of eourses I vmo goversl vools before
I could Lring nyoelf to speak without foar.

Aler two ronths! stay in Paris » T foel that comparisons between
the Suviet amd I'roneh rogimes are wnfavorable o the Roviots from the
standpoint of livin:: conditiona and I‘lnvombln from the. stardpoint of
productions If Ly some wfortuncle eovwae of eventa the FFranch
prolotarial should be introduced o the ddseipline and work requirew
monts of a Commnist siitr, it wo 1d Cind 4taelsr In no position to
roulst.

The Soviet paradise w ich I left is in the land of promises, One
says to the Rusalana: "You are suffering for the happinoss of future

generations." The prospect is too distant to satlofy the French worker,
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